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An OLAF grant or loan allows
a lawyer who is suffering with
treatable mental health or addiction

issues to get his or her life back.

When you help another lawyer, you
help the profession and the public

we serve.

Help Us | Help Lawyers

OLAF Frequently Asked Questions

WHAT IS THE OREGON LAWYER ASSISTANCE FOUN-
DATION?

The Oregon Lawyer Assistance Foundation (OLAF)
provides grants and loans to Oregon lawyers who need
financial help in order to obtain the addiction or mental
health treatment they need.

WHY ARE THESE FUNDS NEEDED?

Most Oregon lawyers needing financial assistance

for mental health or addiction treatment have been
significantly impacted by their disease and, as a result,
they’ve lost much of their legal practice and are deeply
in debt. In many instances the lawyer has no insurance
coverage, or cannot afford the required co-payment.

In other instances, due to substantial state and county
budget cuts, social services are not available to meet
the lawyer’s treatment needs.

WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM?

All OLAF money comes from private donations. Dona-
tions come from a wide range of sources. This includes
sole practitioners, large firms, small and medium-sized
firms, as well as contributions from family members or
friends who wish to commemorate a special occasion or
donate in honor or memory of a loved one.

HOW DOES THE MONEY GET USED?

OLAF money is used for treatment and treatment-relat-
ed expenses including in-patient treatment, psychiatric

counseling, out-patient treatment, and follow up
addiction care.

HOW DOES SOMEONE APPLY FOR A GRANT OR
LOAN?

Applications for loans or grants are brought to OLAF
through the Oregon Attorney Assistance Program.
OLAF requires that the applicant: 1) is a member of
the Oregon State Bar, 2) accesses the OAAP for assis-
tance, 3) meets the financial need criteria, and 4) be
willing to give back to OLAF when able. The appli-
cant’s identity is protected by the OAAP.

WHY HAVEN'T | HEARD ABOUT OLAF BEFORE?

OLAF and the OAAP are committed to protecting the
identity and situations of the applicants. As a result,
we are unable to feature stories about specifics. Since
its inception, OLAF has issued over 60 grants and
loans to lawyers in need.

HOW CAN | CONTRIBUTE?

A donation can be made to honor someone, in
memory of someone, anonymously, or by a person or
law firm. Donations should be sent to OLAF President
Robert Moore, Bullivant, House, Bailey, PC, 888 SW
5th Ave., Suite 300, Portland, Or 97204, or Barbara
Fishleder, OLAF Treasurer, P.O. Box 231600, Tigard, Or
97281-1600.




